GEORGE THE THIRD
ber 1768; Elizabeth, later the Landgravine of Hesse-Homburg,
in May 1770; Ernest, Duke of Cumberland and later the King
of Hanover,1 in June 1771; Augustus, Duke of Sussex, in January
1773 ; Adolphus, Duke of Cambridge, in February 1774; Mary,
later Duchess of Gloucester, in April 1776; Sophia in November
1777-; Octavius in February 1779; Alfred in September 1780;
and Amelia in August 1783.
It was a serious business to accommodate such a large family.
With the exception of the Prince of Wales all the children were
born at Buckingham House, which after 1775 was known as the
Queen's House; but Kew was the favourite * family ' residence,
and when the boys grew up and were being educated they were
accommodated in houses around Kew Green. After 1782 there
was the Queen's Lodge at Windsor.2 The great advantage of
Kew was that it was reasonably private; and the children could
play in the grounds to their hearts' content. But born in the
purple it was inevitable that their little lives should be restricted
by all the paraphernalia which was then thought to be indis-
pensable for the proper upbringing of royal children; but in their
father and mother they were fortunate in possessing parents who
were never tired of ministering to their needs; and although
adolescence brought cruel disruptions in the royal family life as
children they appear to have been a very happy family.
On Thursdays the royal residence at Kew was thrown open to
the public; and the visiting Londoners used now and then to
catch a glimpse of the royal children. Sometimes they would see
the older boys playing in the splendid model farm, which their
fond father believed would amuse and instruct them: at others
they might be privileged to watch a game of cricket or rounders,
at which games the boys were extremely adept. There was no
1	William IV was the last King of England to rule over Hanover; for by Salic Law
Victoria was precluded from succeeding to the family's German possessions.
2	This residence, which was built at a cost of £44,000 in 1782, received an extra-
ordinary decorative treatment seven years later:
The ceiling of the drawing-room was embellished in the year 1789 by an artist named
Haas in a novel and peculiar manner from designs by Mr West. The figures are
executed with stained marble dust instead of oil colours, fixed by a durable cement.
In the centre, in an oval, is Genius reviving the arts. At the corners are the em-
blematical representations of Agriculture, Manufacture, Commerce and Riches, with
appropriate symbols. In the intermediate compartments are delineations of astronomy,
navigation, electricity, geography, fortification, gunnery, chemistry and botany,
executed in imitation of basso-relievo. Beauties of England and Wales, vol. I,
page 260 [published 1801],
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